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APPLICATION GUIDELINES FOR HFSP FELLOWSHIPS

The guidelines below intend to assist candidates who wish to apply for Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) or
Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF) of the Human Frontier Science Program Organization (HFSPO) to
be awarded in March 2009.

To apply, applicants must register prior to 28 August 2008 on the HFSP extranet site for a password and
must immediately login to the site to initiate their application by the same deadline. The deadline for
submitting applications closes two weeks later on 11 September 2008 at 16:00 Strasbourg time.

I. INTRODUCTION

The Human Frontier Science Program (HFSP) offers fellowships for basic research training in the life
sciences across national and scientific boundaries inviting applications for two international programs that
support postdoctoral investigators who explore new research areas. Frontiers of science are often found
at the interface of biological and physical sciences. Therefore participation of scientists from outside the
life sciences is encouraged.

e Long-Term Fellowships (LTF) are reserved for applicants with a Ph.D. in biology to embark on a
new project in a different field of the life sciences. Preference is given to applicants who propose
an original study in biology that marks a departure from their previous Ph.D. or postdoctoral work
so as to learn new methods or change study system.

¢ Cross-Disciplinary Fellowships (CDF) are open to applicants with a Ph.D. from outside the life
sciences e.g. in physics, chemistry, mathematics, engineering or computer sciences who have
had little exposure to biology during their previous training. Applicants for the CDF should propose
a significant departure from their past research by changing e.g. from material science to cell
biology, from physics to cell biology, from chemistry to molecular biology, or from computer
science to neuroscience.

In both programs applicants are expected to be exposed to new theory and methods during the tenure of
the award while their previous expertise should be reflected in the proposed research project. It is
expected that applicants clearly state the innovative aspects of the proposed project in terms of original
research questions (hypothesis) and techniques to be learned. In particular, applicants for a CDF should
describe the biological techniques they will be exposed to and how their specific skills from their previous
training will bear on the biological project they propose.

Fellowship projects can range from biological functions at the molecular and cellular level up to biological
systems including cognitive functions. Within this broad area, all levels of analysis are supported: from
studies on genes and individual molecules, intracellular networks, intercellular associations in tissues and
organs, to networks underlying complex functions of entire organisms. Studies related to disease are only
considered if they allow new insights into fundamental biological mechanisms.

The HFSPO does not support:

e Projects that involve only large-scale, systematic genome mapping or proteomics analyses.

e Applied research e.g. in a clinical context, in engineering, biotechnology, or nanotechnology.

e Research to alleviate a medical condition, e.g. developing methods of treatment and diagnosis,
searching and testing potential drug candidates or drug targets, advanced trials of drugs under
development.

e Research directly concerned with agricultural or environmental problems (crop yield,
bioremediation) or studies at the population or ecosystem level.
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