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JOINT COMMUNIQUE

of the
Triennial Conference
International Human Frontier Science Program Organization Members
for the period FY 2024 — FY 2026

Paris, 27 June 2023

Representatives of the Members of the international Human Frontier Science Program Organization
(HFSPO), Australia, Canada, France, Germany, India, Israel, ltaly, Japan, the Republic of Korea, New
Zealand, Norway, Republic of Singapore, Republic of South Africa, Switzerland, the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United States of America and of the European Commission
met at a Triennial Conference of HFSPO Members (TCHM) on 27 June 2023 in Paris, France, to review
progress since the 2019 Tokyo Triennial Conference and to discuss the future of HFSPO.

1. Vision, Mission and Value Proposition of HFSPO

a) Representatives endorse the HFSPO Vision, in which HFSPO commits to a world where frontier,
breakthrough science pioneers new knowledge and solutions for humanity’s future. Representatives
uphold the HFSPO Mission to promote innovative, cutting-edge research at the frontiers of the life
sciences through international collaboration in the spirit of science without borders and for the
benefit of humankind.

b) Representatives commend HFSPO for its impressive track record in stimulating and supporting
world-class excellence in high-risk/high-impact frontier life sciences.

c) Representatives reaffirm HFSPO’s unique global niche and value proposition, where successful
curiosity driven research projects are selected on the basis of novelty and scientific excellence alone,
and in a transdisciplinary and international collaborative context, supported from a common budget
to which all HFSPO Members make voluntary contributions. HFSPQO’s approach adds significant value,
complementing other international and national research funding schemes.

d) Representatives recognize that the global research ecosystem has undergone profound changes
since the early days of HFSPO and call on HFSPO to respond and adapt to maintain its unique niche,
value proposition and contribution to the rapidly moving frontiers of 21 century life sciences.

2. Vitality and Evolution of HFSPO

a) Representatives recognize that for HFSPO to remain a vital and unique contributor to the fast-
evolving life sciences enterprise globally, it needs to:
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e continue and further fortify its core mission, namely to identify and support the best
international frontier research grant and fellowship projects,

e become more diverse and inclusive across its Members, and expand its global partnerships
by strategic evolutionary growth,

e exercise both flexibility and agility to be able to respond adequately to the changing nature
of the frontiers of the life sciences in the 21% century.

b) Representatives support the HFSPO Strategic Plan 2024-2032, as adopted by the Board of Trustees
{Annex 1) and welcome the needed strategic development of HFSPO over a period of nine years,
from 2024 to 2032, spanning three Triennia and budget cycles, and providing flexibility to each
Member to shape their engagement with HFSPO and voluntary support according to individual
circumstances and financial possibilities.

3. Financial Framework

a) Representatives recognize the desirability of an evolution of the HFSPO budget in order to
safeguard the vitality of HFSPO, to sustain and further fortify its core mission, and face key challenges
and opportunities as outlined in the HFSPO Strategic Plan 2024-2032.

b) Representatives support the concept of an evolving budget, with the ambition of arriving at an
annual budget sufficient to implement the first Triennium of the HFSPO Strategic Plan 2024-2032.

c) Representatives continue to appreciate the use of the GDP-based formula adopted by the HFSPO
Members in 2018 in Toronto to establish HFSPO Members’ indicative core voluntary contributions for

the 2024-2026 Triennium.

d) Representatives agree to establish a minimum voluntary contribution of USD 500 thousand for
those countries, where the GDP-based formula would lead to a smaller contribution.

e) Representatives again acknowledge the role of Japan as initiator of HFSPO, its largest contributor
and cornerstone of its sustainability to date. The substantial part of the HFSPO budget is still
provided by Japan today. The Representatives thank the Japanese Government for their efforts to
keep their voluntary contribution at the current level.

f) At the same time, Representatives recognize the urgent need to better balance the voluntary
contributions among HFSPO Members. To this effect, the Representatives commit to making every
effort to arrive at more just and equitable burden sharing, in the interest of solidarity with Japan and
between HFSPO Members.

g) Representatives agree to finalize the Financial Framework for their target voluntary contributions
to HFSPO for the period of FY 2024 — 2026 by 1 November 2023.

4. HFSPO Future Membership

a) Representatives are pleased to welcome Israel, Norway and South Africa which assumed HFSPO
membership since the last TCHM in 2019.
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b) Representatives encourage the Board to promote membership of HFSPO and reconfirm their view
that HFSPO is open to new members, in line with their strategy to become a more diverse and
globally inclusive international organization.

c) Representatives underline that prospective new HFSPO Members should align with HFSPO’s
Shared Values and principles that lie at the heart of HFSPO and call on the Board of Trustees to pay
due attention to this aspect in the development of a long-term HFSPO Membership Strategy.

Annex 1: HFSPO Strategic Plan 2024-2032



Signatories, 27t June, 2023

Member
Australia
Management Supporting Party
National Health and Medical Research Council

Member
Canada
Management Supporting Parties
Canadian Institutes of Health Research
Natural Sciences and Engineering Research Council

Member
European Commission
Management Supporting Party
Directorate General Research & Innovation

Member
France
Management Supporting Parties
Ministry of Higher Education and Research
Strasbourg Eurometropole
Region Alsace

Member
Germany
Management Supporting Party
Federal Ministry of Education and Research
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Signatory
Dr. Anne Kelso
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Signatory
Dr. Michage) Strong
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Signatory
Dr. Signe Rats0)
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Signatory
Dr.*Jacques Demotes
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Signatory
Dr. Torsten Geissler



Member Signatory

India Dr. Pushkar Sharma
Management Supporting Party
Dept. of Biotechnology, Ministry of Science and Technology Q

Note: Pending formal approval of engagement beyond FY 2025, India’s signature explicitly covers FY
2024 and FY 2025 only

Member
Israel
Management Supporting Party
Ministry of Innovation, Science and Technology

Member Signatory
Italy Dr. Marco Borra

Management Supporting Party / 7
Ministry of Education, University and Research S >
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Member Signatory
Japan Mr. Shin Okuno
Management Supporting Parties
Japan Agency for Medical Research and Development <
Ministry for Economy Trade and Industry ’; s ‘i
Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology
Member Signatory
Korea, Republic of Ms. Heejoung Yun

Management Supporting Party
Ministry of Science and ICT

Member Signatory
New Zealand Dr. Troels Petersen

Management Supporting Party —_— /) )
Royal Society of New Zealand l 7 \ CQ’/_\/



Member
Norway
Management Supporting Party

Member
Singapore
Management Supporting Party
National Research Foundation of Singapore

Member
South Africa
Management Supporting Party
National Research Foundation
South African Medical Research Council

Member
Switzerland
Management Supporting Party
State Secretariat for Education, Research and Innovation

Member
United Kingdom

Management Supporting Parties
Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council
Medical Research Council

Signatory
Dr. Mari Sundli Tveit

Signatory
Mr. Kian Teik Beh
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Signatory
Dr. Glenda Gray

Signatory
Dr. Matthias Egger /
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Signatory

Dr. Melanie Welham
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Member
United States of America
Management Supporting Parties
National Institutes of Health
National Science Foundation

Signatory
Dr. Tara Schwetz
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